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Identify how the geography of Indian removal after 1830 related to the rise of the Cotton kingdom.
Indian removal occurred between 1830 and 1840. They were displaced from their ancestral homelands of Florida (Seminole), Georgia (Cherokee), Alabama (Creek), Mississippi (Choctaw), Chickasaw, New Echota, and in the unorganized territory (Sac and Fox). The displacement happened in different years for the various places. In Seminole, it happened in 1832, New Echota and Cherokee 1835, Creek 1832, Choctaw 1830, Chickasaw 1832 while in Sac and Fox the Indian removal occurred in 1832. These Indians were transferred to the Indian lands.
Cotton cultivation had begun early in 1820 but did not occupy a large area. South Carolina specifically in   Colombia was the only major area where cotton cultivation was practiced. Other production areas included Georgia (Macon, Augustia, and Savannah), Alamana (Birmingham), Tennessee (Nashville), Missippi (Jackson), and Louisiana. In 1960, Southern cotton production increased and was spread to many areas. The major cotton production parts increased from South Carolina to other parts of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi which were previously low in cotton cultivation. Other crops were also being produced in 1960. These included rice, sugarcane, and tobacco but cotton was still the major crop being cultivated.
Between 1820 and 1840, there was a drastic increase in the areas that engaged in cotton cultivation. This was the same period when the Indians were removed from these areas which were their original homelands to the Indian Territory. This means that the removal of the Indians from the battle sites of Florida, Georgia, Missippi, Lowa Territory, Alabama, and Tennessee was an important factor that promoted the cultivation and production of cotton. The Indians had occupied sites that could have been used for agricultural production such as cotton cultivation. The displacement of Indians from these areas cleared land that was used by the settlers for cotton cultivation.
The availability of slaves in most of the areas was also an important factor for the cultivation and production of cotton. Between 1790-1860, there were limited numbers of slaves with most of the parts being occupied by only 10% of slaves.  By 1860 most of the parts had more than 50% of slaves occupying the land. There were a total of 2,487,455 slaves in the US by 1840. The African slaves inhabited 2-4 square miles in the United States in 1840. Most of the slaves occupied the areas of Florida, Alamana, Georgia, Tennessee, S. Carolina, Virginia, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. These were the same sites where cotton cultivation and production were practiced. Therefore, the slaves provided labor to the settlers’ cotton farms.
These statistics show that there was a relationship between the removal of Indians and the recruitment of slaves in the United States. This is because, before the displacement of the Indians in 1790, the number of slaves occupying the Southern and the Northern territories was few with only 10% of the land being inhabited by the slaves. The numbers increased in 1860 to between 30% to 50%. Displacement of the Indians provided for the opportunity to acquire more slaves who provided cheap labor in cotton cultivation and production.
In conclusion, Indian removal was an important factor that promoted cotton cultivation. The ceded lands became the areas for cotton cultivation. These areas were also occupied by slaves who provided for labor in the cotton farms. The presence of physical features such as the Great Plains, Gulf coastal plains, Atlantic coastal plains, and Central lowlands, rivers such as the Mississippi River, and lakes such as Lake Ontario in the ceded lands favored cotton cultivation in those areas.  The Indians were displaced from these lands for they were productive for agricultural activities such as cotton cultivation.
